
 

Sharpes of Nottingham, Unit 6, Coach Gap Lane, Langar, Nottingham NG13 9HP 
Tel: 0115 989 4466 | enquiries@sharpesofnottingham.com | www.sharpesofnottingham.com 

 

 
 
 

 

Bristol and South West England 
Thursday 3rd – Monday 7th June 2022 

The South West of England, or the West Country as it is sometimes affectionately known is one of the most 
stunning, historical, mystical and peaceful parts of our land.  
 
4* Aztec and Spa Hotel  
The Aztec Hotel and Spa is situated on the outskirts of 
Bristol.  The elegant bedrooms feature a luxury 
bathroom with fluffy robes and designer toiletries, 
satellite TV, air conditioning, tea/coffee making 
facilities and free WiFi.  The Curious Kitchen 
restaurant has an AA Rosette and features cosy open 
fires and a spacious terrace.  The international menu 
includes fresh local produce, and the bar offers a 
range of fine wines.  The modern spa has an indoor 
swimming pool, and a fitness centre and guests can 
relax in the sauna, steam room and spa bath, or try 
indulgent treatments in the beauty salon at extra 
cost. 
 
Thursday 3rd June 

We depart the Nottingham area this morning and travel 
to  the City of Bath, the beautiful countryside which 
surrounds it has been described as one of England’s most 
beautiful places situated within the south west of 
England.  On arrival we have arranged a part walk/part 
coach tour of this remarkable City.  We meet our guide 
and commence with the walk tour revealing the great 
attractions you can visit with a commentary divulging lots 
of interesting information.  We re-join our coach to 
continue with the tour finishing at a central point.  There 
is now free time for visiting attractions, relaxing in the 
many cafes for refreshments or browsing the many shops 

selling jewellery, clothes and accessories, toys, gifts and homeware.  You are bound to find that special 
something in one of Bath’s independent boutiques. 
We re-join our coach and transfer you to the Aztec Hotel where after check-in, settle in your room and relax 
before dinner this evening. 
 
Friday 4th June  
After breakfast we transfer you to Bristol city centre. 
An ancient city steeped in history, Bristol grew up 
around the harbour on the River Avon and became a 
flourishing port.  Isambard Kingdom Brunel is Bristol’s 
most famous son, his career embraced civil, structural, 
mechanical and marine engineering, architecture art 
and design.  Brunel succeeded in bringing many of his 
ideas to fruition; the two main ones linked with Bristol 
are SS Great Britain and the Clifton Suspension Bridge, 
the latter which was completed after his death.  This morning we visit the Great Western Dockyard and the 
SS Great Britain exhibition, with access to all the attractions including the famous Ship, the Dockyard 
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Museum and the Dry Dock.  There is a Dockyard Café Bar, a gift shop and Visitor Centre.  For those who wish 
to explore Bristol it is a good walk across the Harbour or catch one of the nearby Bristol ferry boats to the 
town centre.  Well worth a visit is Bristol’s beautiful and historic Cathedral located on College Green in the 
West End of the city.  There is a shop and a café for refreshments and admission to the Cathedral is free.   
We return to our Hotel for dinner this evening. 

 
Saturday 5th June 
An exciting day in store as we travel to England’s 
smallest city - Wells, a medieval city nestling on the 
southern side of the Mendip Hills.  Wells Cathedral in 
the heart of the city is the earliest English Cathedral 
to be built in the Gothic style.  It boasts beautiful, 
inverted arches, or ‘scissor arches’; one of the largest 
collections of historic stained glass in the country; 
the famous Wells Clock is considered to be the 
second oldest clock mechanism in Great Britain and 

one of only four chained libraries in the UK.  We visit the Cathedral before a short walk finds us at the 
outstanding Bishop’s Palace home to the Bishops of Bath and Wells for over 800 years.  The ancient buildings 
are surrounded by a magical moat and 14 acres of gardens which include formal planting, picturesque style 
gardens, a community garden, a contemporary garden, an arboretum and the famous Wells pools which 
gave the city its name.  We begin our visit with a guided tour of the Palace where you will see the stunning 
vaulted Under-croft and the Long-Gallery housing portraits of the Bishops throughout the ages.  
The Palace is also world famous for its resident 
mute swans who live on the moat and ring a bell 
alongside the Gatehouse when they want to be 
fed.  The Bishops Table Café offers a full range of 
drinks, snacks and sweet treats.  Today in Wells it 
is market day set in the very picturesque Market 
Place with a variety of independent shops, 
wonderful food stalls from olives to veg, bread to 
pies and clothes to china.  There are lots of good cafes round the square too for refreshments. 

This afternoon we continue to the famous Cheddar Gorge the largest gorge in England and a place of great 
beauty.  Located in the Mendip Hills, the spectacular gorge offers stunning scenery as we drive through the 
gorge to Cheddar Village.  The village has a wide variety of gift shops, coffee shops, tea rooms and streets of 

country cottages extending from the lower gorge down to 
the historic Market Cross.  The Cheddar Cheese Company is 
in the village and we have arranged a guided tour to see how 
Cheddar Cheese is made the traditional way, plus try and 
buy different varieties from the shop. 
If you wish to visit two of the caves as an optional tour an 
adult ticket is from £19.95 giving access to Gough's Cave, an 
extensive and impressive series of caves well-lit and fairly 
easily accessible to all in sensible footwear (however be 
warned that some areas are only accessible via stairs), it is 

self-guided with an audio tour provided.  The Themed Dream Hunters multi-media experience in Cox's Cave 
shows the life of early man via sound and videos projected on to the walls of the cave.  This is a smaller series 
of caves and is a little tighter to get around but is still accessible to 
most.  We return to our hotel for dinner this evening 
 
Sunday 6th June 
A day for all heritage train lovers as we travel to the West Somerset 
Railway a true country branch line of the old Great Western Railway 
full of fascination for a nostalgic ride back in time from Bishop 
Lydeard to Minehead.  The historic steam locomotives, coaches and 
wagons, and the buildings of ten unique stations linked by a twenty-
mile scenic journey will reveal the surrounding beautiful 
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countryside.  The gently rolling Quantock hills and distant Exmoor, unspoilt villages and farms nestling in leafy 
lanes, the cliffs and coast of the Bristol Channel with views of distant South Wales, confident Church Towers, 
Dunster's imposing Castle and Minehead's seaside charm are all waiting to be discovered.  The train has 
refreshments and drinks and there are toilets on board.  

We arrive in Minehead a lovely seaside holiday destination 
with beaches to explore, a fishing quarter and an historic 
harbour.  There is a 14th Century church on the hill and the 
much photographed historic Church Steps.  Take a walk 
down the tree-lined Avenue and visit the selection of tea 
rooms, pubs and independent shops in the town centre.  
Blenheim Gardens, a 6 acre park in the centre of 
Minehead was created in the 1920's providing spring 
bedding displays, a wide range of trees, shrubs and 
perennials which thrive in the mild seaside climate.  We 
continue to the medieval village of Dunster Set between 

the foothills of Exmoor National Park and the Somerset coast.  An olde worlde village, Dunster has a yarn 
market at the top of the village, some lovely individual shops and a wonderful castle run by the National 
Trust.  There are several tea shops, pubs and restaurants to choose from as well as a working water mill to 
visit.  We return to our hotel for dinner this evening. 
 

Monday 7th June  
This morning we depart 
our hotel to begin our 
journey home visiting the 
beautiful and historic 
Cotswold village of 
Broadway.  The pretty 
High Street is lined with 
horse chestnut trees and 
includes a mixture of 
period houses and 
picturesque honey coloured Cotswold stone cottages.  There are independent shops and galleries 
selling crafts and artwork and cafes and tearooms for refreshment.  The Broadway Museum and Art 
Gallery is a community museum that explores the history of the town and tells the story of its success 
through the wool trade and the popularity of the town with travellers and artists.  This afternoon we 
call at the medieval market town of Stratford-upon-Avon famous for the birthplace of William 
Shakespeare.  Possibly the most famous writer in the English language, Shakespeare is known for his sonnets 
and plays such as 'Romeo and Juliet' and 'Hamlet'.  The Royal Shakespeare Company performs his plays in the 
Royal Shakespeare Theatre and adjacent Swan Theatre on the banks of the River Avon.  There are many 
fantastic areas of Stratford-upon-Avon to explore, from quaint side streets with unique, individual shops, 
cafes and tearooms to open parklands along the river Avon, there is something for everyone.  We continue 
later making our way back to the Nottingham area. 
 
Tour includes: Door to door taxi/minibus, Executive coach travel with courier/hostess service, 4 nights, 
dinner, bed and breakfast at the 4*Aztec Hotel Bristol, full excursion programme including a visit to the SS 
Great Britain and the Great Western Dockyard, Bath with a guided walk/coach tour of the city, the Cathedral 
city of Wells and a guided tour of the Bishops Palace and Gardens, Cheddar Gorge and guided tour of the 
Cheddar Cheese Factory, a train ride on the West Somerset Heritage Railway from Bishop Lydeard to 
Minehead, and visits to Dunster, Broadway in the Cotswold and Stratford on Avon. 
Tour extras:  Any fees, fares, lunches or refreshments en-route are not included in the above tour. 
 
Tour cost from: £460.00.per person based on twin/double rooms    Single supplement: £80.00 
Deposit: £100.00 per person 
NT members please bring card and make office aware to qualify for a reduction  
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PLEASE NOTE:  The above itinerary may be subject to change – terms and conditions 
are available on request and we recommend that as our clients you take out 
insurance against any eventuality, medical or otherwise on all our holidays on 
booking. 
“Sharpes of Nottingham” are members of the Bonded Coach Holiday Group of the 
Confederation of Passenger Transport UK Ltd. This is a government approved 
consumer protection scheme. This ensures that in relation to the coach package 
holidays described in this brochure (or website) that the clients' monies are protected 
by a Bond which may be called upon in the unlikely event of the Member’s 

Insolvency. Clients are recommended to inspect the current membership certificate at our registered office 
or alternatively go to www.bch-uk.org or telephone 0207 240 3131 to confirm current membership. Your 
attention is also drawn to the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter that will apply to these coach 
package holidays. 
All Coach Holidays within this publication are subject to the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter. A 
copy of the Trading Charter will be issued with all booking confirmations. Alternatively, either request a copy 
of the Trading Charter from the head office or view online at Sharpes of Nottingham Website. 
 


